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PHOTO IDENTIFICATION CARD 
Statement by Minister for Transport 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [12.10 pm]: The photo ID card is a voluntary 
photo identification card that will be available from 1 July 2014 and will assist people such as young people, 
people with a disability or seniors who do not hold a driver’s licence or passport to prove their identity. A lot of 
everyday tasks such as signing for packages at the post office, going to the bank, buying cold or flu tablets or just 
having lunch at a pub can require photo ID. This new card makes it much easier because the photo ID cards will 
satisfy the same level of identity verification as a driver’s licence. For better personal security, cardholders will 
have the option of whether they include their address on the card, or in fact can choose to have two cards—one 
showing their address and one without it. 

I must commend the member for Kingsley for her work in strongly advocating for the introduction of these 
cards. The stories and experiences of her community about difficulties due to the lack of primary identification 
options have helped us implement this great initiative. The new photo ID cards have broad community support. 
Community groups that have advocated for a new photographic identity card include the Association of 
Independent Retirees; Alzheimer’s Australia WA; and VisAbility, which was formerly the Association for the 
Blind of Western Australia. The Department of Transport consulted the Department of Racing, Gaming and 
Liquor, WA Police, the Public Sector Commission, the Disability Services Commission, the Department for 
Communities and the Department of Corrective Services, and all expressed strong support for the new photo ID 
card. 

This new ID is being provided in conjunction with an enhancement of the design and security features of the 
Department of Transport’s driver’s licence cards. Security features for both forms of ID will include specialised 
and latest technology printing methods, such as deep-laser engraving of personalised information instead of 
embossed printing; and sophisticated graphic design elements, similar to the intricate patterns used on passports. 
It is expected that 300 000 members of the community may apply for the card. Alone, there are approximately 
270 000 proof-of-age cards in the community at present. I am confident that this card will be of great benefit to 
the community, in particular seniors, younger people and people with disabilities. 
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